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Ta Fáilte Romhat Baile Úi Bheoáin - Welcome Mountshannon to the Super Valu 2014 National Tidy Towns 
competition. Firstly we would like to congratulate you on achieving a Gold Medal in the 2013 National Tidy Towns 
Competition! All the hard work does not seem to have left you with no energy to spare - nor has success left you 
complacent. This adjudicator was looking forward to adjudicating in your village, as it had been a number of years 
since the adjudicator's last visit -which was as a tourist rather than as an adjudicator. Your Entry Form was clearly 
laid out. However your map could be more comprehensive. Nonetheless thank you for clearly indicating projects for 
2013/2014. Apart from the Whitegate and Scariff approach roads - other minor approach roads were not named. 
Neither did you name any of the housing estates nor holiday home estates on your map. This makes it more difficult 
for you and for the adjudicator in relation to referencing the report. It can also cause confusion on the ground. 

You have a reasonably sized committee for a small village. It is evident that there is - as you say - a high level of 
local voluntary commitment. This extends across residents and business owners alike.

Well done to the schoolchildren, the Scouts and to the Camphill community for their involvement in the National 
Spring Clean. They are ably assisted and advised by the Community Employment Scheme workers. We are 
delighted to see that you have a junior representative on your committee, and that you include older students in your 
practical works.

Your working partnerships with your local authority and other agencies are very inclusive. The assistance of such 
bodies is a tribute to your communication skills and to your hard work. You have also extended your arm of 
friendship to the Eagle Trust. This is a unique and interesting co-operative venture. You have completed a number 
of projects during the past year. However not all planned projects have been achieved. This is understandable. 
However, your entry form in listing projects undertaken this year 2013/2014 should only include fully realised 
projects which the adjudicator sees on the ground. 

We were very interested in your visitor information booklet and indeed in the on-site visitor information observed. 
The publication of your Tidy Towns booklet - which was circulated to each household is a tribute to your efforts at 
inclusiveness within the community, and made for interesting reading for the adjudicator. We note that you use 
many other methods of communication. Well done on your website and Facebook pages – all viewed a few times 
during the last few weeks by your adjudicator. And you are well advanced in the digital world with your App. We 
know that these are great ways of engaging the youth – and indeed growing numbers of all age groups in any 
community.

Unfortunately your Tidy Towns ‘plan’ is somewhat confusing as it is headed “Summary of Multi annual Plan for 
Mountshannon,” but almost  entirely refers only to this year’s projects although it is dated 2014/216. Last year's 
adjudicator referred to the ‘Tidy Towns and Environment Improvement Strategy 2012/ 2016.’* Remember that each 
annual adjudicator only receives the documents submitted in any particular year, so this adjudicator was not 
therefore privy to the content of that document*. Whereas it no doubt involves good careful planning -you cannot be 
awarded relevant marks in the absence of an actual updated plan being submitted under this category heading. 
Throughout the Entry Form we come across references to various future proposals such as the replanting of the 
maze next year. However these references should be included in a separate plan and not included under the entry 
form heading of “list of projects undertaken this year 2013/ 2014.”

The lack of any activity in the village on adjudication day with regard to tourism seemed worrying at the end of June. 
We hope that the season improves. None of the cafes appeared to be open. Luckily the hotel provided refreshment 
for the traveller! And we commend the hotel for providing you with free meeting space. We were very surprised to 
find the tourist office that you so emphatically referred to as a major project (number 1) unopened and unattended. 
We wondered had it opened at all - and if it were going to open in July?

We are heartened to hear that you find the there is an immense benefit from being involved in the competition. How 
right you are that giving good example can make a difference! We wish you every success into the future! Go n-eírí 
libh!
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Mountshannon,” but almost  entirely refers only to this year’s projects although it is dated 2014/216. Last year's 
adjudicator referred to the ‘Tidy Towns and Environment Improvement Strategy 2012/ 2016.’* Remember that each 
annual adjudicator only receives the documents submitted in any particular year, so this adjudicator was not 
therefore privy to the content of that document*. Whereas it no doubt involves good careful planning -you cannot be 
awarded relevant marks in the absence of an actual updated plan being submitted under this category heading. 
Throughout the Entry Form we come across references to various future proposals such as the replanting of the 
maze next year. However these references should be included in a separate plan and not included under the entry 
form heading of “list of projects undertaken this year 2013/ 2014.”

The lack of any activity in the village on adjudication day with regard to tourism seemed worrying at the end of June. 
We hope that the season improves. None of the cafes appeared to be open. Luckily the hotel provided refreshment 
for the traveller! And we commend the hotel for providing you with free meeting space. We were very surprised to 
find the tourist office that you so emphatically referred to as a major project (number 1) unopened and unattended. 
We wondered had it opened at all - and if it were going to open in July?

We are heartened to hear that you find the there is an immense benefit from being involved in the competition. How 
right you are that giving good example can make a difference! We wish you every success into the future! Go n-eírí 
libh!

The adjudicator was very impressed with the photographic record of the built heritage of Mountshannon, together 
with information about each building. This was submitted in printed form and existed in poster form at the entrance 
to the Park Aistear. It is important that the residents and visitors alike appreciate the importance of the built 
environment of such an intact Irish vernacular village architecturally, and you are doing your part in providing 
information and encouragement. We wonder if you have formed a relationship with the Architectural Conservation 
Officer of your local authority. This would be important in relation to research and funding into the future.

Mountshannon has retained its traditional village streetscape appropriately. On entering the village from the North 
one is struck by the lovely stepped appearance of the relatively new infill development, as one rises towards the 
Main Street. And this fits in remarkably well visually with the older street including the old Market House. The 
Church of Ireland is well presented in its mature setting. The galvanised hay barn downhill of the Church of Ireland 
would benefit from repainting of the exposed roof and walls – particularly given its close juxtaposition to one of the 
most important buildings in the village. We are a little surprised that you appear to have overlooked the comments of 
last year's adjudicator in this regard. Perhaps you have not been in a position to carry out the adjudicator’s advice 
for access reasons or otherwise. It is always wise to explain why you have been unable to pick up on such cogent 
advice. The 2013 adjudicator had stated that the rusty corrugated shed below the Church of Ireland church ‘urgently 
needs attention’.

The very strident turquoise of the front elevation of the former Methodist Church appears very dominant in an 
otherwise restrained streetscape. However it is clean. The pottery building, although equally bright, is less visually 
intrusive due to its setback nature and its smaller scale. Well done on the upgrading of the petrol pump.

The closed Garda Station is still well maintained, and has a useful and well painted ramp. We hope that it will find its 
new proposed use soon. Some growth in the gutters just below this building was noted. The gable and adjacent 
boundary wall of the Garda Station (fronting link road 8078) however are in need of repainting. This is an important 
location, as it is at the immediate entrance to the village from that link road. The porch of Ivy house – which you 
describe as the entrance to a previous dispensary establishment – adjacent to the same minor road - requires 
repairs to its roof. It is uplifting to see this house with its traditional timber sash windows intact - as is the case in 
other buildings in the street. Its gable bargeboard is also intact and attractive. The Market House is a significant 
building, and the red paint on its timber work stands out against the stonework in the structure. Stonewalls 
throughout the village, and fronting such properties as described, are a very attractive feature of Mountshannon. 
Traditional stonewalling is a unifying feature in the village.

The Mountshannon Hotel looked resplendent in its fresh paint, and on adjudication day a new and appropriate sign 
was being erected thereon. Some redundant hanging basket holders could be removed from the premises. 
Projecting external signs and lighting on business premises should be avoided if possible, and replaced with 
discreet down-lighting.  A public house and the food store contain quite an amount of projecting signage which 
might be reduced if possible. On this issue it is best to obtain architectural advice from your local authority or 
otherwise. Last year's adjudicator referred to the issue of the cluttering of business frontages with lights and signs. 
We hope that next year you will address this issue as two adjudicators have now drawn attention to it.

The adjudicator found the bronze plaque commemorating the closure of the last manual telephone exchange in 
Ireland most interesting and unique. These are at the visible nuggets of local knowledge and heritage which stay 
with the visitor long after the visit. To commemorate such in a simple classical fashion as you have done is 
commendable. The Steiner building appears to be disused, but is in reasonably good condition and contains 
attractive mosaic work. The green building at the Lakeside looked cheerful, and the adjudicator found the 
information about the Eagle Stone and the triptych most interesting.

As you confirm work is ongoing on the conservation/restoration of a significant building in the Main Street which you 
confirm is a protected structure. We hope that you have consulted with your County Architectural Conservation 
Officer in relation to these works, because of the importance of each individual building to the overall streetscape

We note your good treatment of the uninhabited property behind the yellow and black village pump. The grey house 
opposite the park, with the red timber work and lilies, is well presented. The red paintwork on the old Forge could do 
with touching up before 2015, as could the seat beside the forge. A grey coloured bungalow on the Scariff side of 
the Forge (which house is for sale) has a poor boundary wall and an overgrown garden. 

The ‘cut out’ sculpture at the harbour area looked well - seen set against the tranquil lake.

The conserved Mount Shannon House gates were greatly admired. We noted the old Bórd Fáilte sign SN 7 for Inis 
Cealtra. Such signs are now becoming a rarity and a village’s equivalent of a ‘collector’s item’. We were glad to see 
that it is in good condition and well maintained.

You again mentioned the tourist information point relocation as a project under this heading. Certainly it is a good 
use of the existing interesting stone building in the middle of the maze. But when is it going to open?

The school and the Catholic Church were both well presented and form important parts of the built heritage. On your 
wildlife board in the Park it is a pity that the Irish names do not appear in unison with the English names of the 
species. Please include Irish names in any future signage, especially given the fact that your Park name is Irish and 
signifies journey / pilgrimage. You can progress further in this category by encouraging the use of Irish visibly 
throughout the village. Nonetheless we noticed the wooden labyrinth identified bilingually. Well done on that. It adds 
a new word to the Irish vocabulary of the adjudicator!

The external shower unit attached to the gable wall of the toilet block at the harbour is presumably a temporary 
measure. The toilet block could benefit from improvement before 2015. We appreciate that you are aware of this 
need for improvement – and despite the fact that project number two under this category heading  included the 
installation of the outdoor shower facility – you also mentioned your request for future improvements-which again 
should form part of your plan rather than projects completed.

Although you mention the development of a playing field and community allotments together with a graveyard for 
the village under this category heading, these are more appropriately plans to be considered under other category 
headings. Again these are part of your plan rather than something to be listed under projects carried out stop

Hand forging the gates for the old Forge was appropriate. Whereas other gates have been painted we would 
encourage you to propose a painting scheme for all gates within the village – including farm gates. We also note 
that last year's adjudicator mentioned that a few farm gates needed painting. This continues to be the situation. A 
vibrantly coloured blue traditional farmyard gate was admired close to the restaurant with the various award 
plaques. An overall gate painting scheme would result in a unified tidy appearance –and also give a sense of 
delineation to the village itself.  Choosing a uniform colour for field gate painting within the village is recommended.

Built Environment and Streetscape / An Timpeallacht Thógtha agus Sráid-dreacha:



We note your good treatment of the uninhabited property behind the yellow and black village pump. The grey house 
opposite the park, with the red timber work and lilies, is well presented. The red paintwork on the old Forge could do 
with touching up before 2015, as could the seat beside the forge. A grey coloured bungalow on the Scariff side of 
the Forge (which house is for sale) has a poor boundary wall and an overgrown garden. 

The ‘cut out’ sculpture at the harbour area looked well - seen set against the tranquil lake.

The conserved Mount Shannon House gates were greatly admired. We noted the old Bórd Fáilte sign SN 7 for Inis 
Cealtra. Such signs are now becoming a rarity and a village’s equivalent of a ‘collector’s item’. We were glad to see 
that it is in good condition and well maintained.

You again mentioned the tourist information point relocation as a project under this heading. Certainly it is a good 
use of the existing interesting stone building in the middle of the maze. But when is it going to open?

The school and the Catholic Church were both well presented and form important parts of the built heritage. On your 
wildlife board in the Park it is a pity that the Irish names do not appear in unison with the English names of the 
species. Please include Irish names in any future signage, especially given the fact that your Park name is Irish and 
signifies journey / pilgrimage. You can progress further in this category by encouraging the use of Irish visibly 
throughout the village. Nonetheless we noticed the wooden labyrinth identified bilingually. Well done on that. It adds 
a new word to the Irish vocabulary of the adjudicator!

The external shower unit attached to the gable wall of the toilet block at the harbour is presumably a temporary 
measure. The toilet block could benefit from improvement before 2015. We appreciate that you are aware of this 
need for improvement – and despite the fact that project number two under this category heading  included the 
installation of the outdoor shower facility – you also mentioned your request for future improvements-which again 
should form part of your plan rather than projects completed.

Although you mention the development of a playing field and community allotments together with a graveyard for 
the village under this category heading, these are more appropriately plans to be considered under other category 
headings. Again these are part of your plan rather than something to be listed under projects carried out stop

Hand forging the gates for the old Forge was appropriate. Whereas other gates have been painted we would 
encourage you to propose a painting scheme for all gates within the village – including farm gates. We also note 
that last year's adjudicator mentioned that a few farm gates needed painting. This continues to be the situation. A 
vibrantly coloured blue traditional farmyard gate was admired close to the restaurant with the various award 
plaques. An overall gate painting scheme would result in a unified tidy appearance –and also give a sense of 
delineation to the village itself.  Choosing a uniform colour for field gate painting within the village is recommended.

The wide green area with its magnificent trees and good timber fencing on the Whitegate approach is a classically 
uncluttered landscaping feature. The planting of the six flowering cherries and apple trees is noted.

The road by the Sailing Club - back up to the main road - from the Harbour is very verdant. The small park with its 
nice shrubbery and semi mature trees at the junction of the main road with link road 4034 was admired.
                                   
The display of climbing pale pink roses north of the Market House was admired. Likewise the delightful raised stone 
bed full of colour with a linear form - emphasising the streetscape line (outside Bourke’s shop) - was admired. 
Fuchsia and other shrub planting well-established in the village forms an attractive frame and backdrop to the 
various buildings. A great display of hydrangea was admired on the very wide footpath at the park end of the village. 
Further along the wide footpath a large display of lilies looked well.

We admired the boulder and small rockery area commemorating the opening of the Harbour development by 
President Mary Robinson in 1992.

However the jewel in the crown is certainly your Aistear Park. This is a place where the adjudicator would like to 
return and spend quality time. On adjudication day there was literally nobody in the Park – apart from one family 
using the playground section. The adjudicator walked through the stonewalled/maze/courtyard/cloistered sections 
following the Celtic Christian Irish journey, but the place was extremely lonely and, as a result somewhat of a 
security questionable nature due to its sense of peaceful enclosure. The Park is maintained in impeccable order, 
and it is saddened the adjudicator that the adjudicator had the entire place to the adjudicator’s self. This is a park 
that should be more widely recognised and visited. It is imaginative, informative, meditative and extremely 
interesting. We will be back! And we will also tell our friends about it. Parts of the stone wall curved cloister-like 
enclosures reminded the adjudicator of Burt church at An Grianán Ailleach - itself evocative of the stone fort itself at 
An Grianán Ailleach. The wonderful beech hedging enclosing the sequestered walks - leading one onto punctuated 
openings displaying such as the replica of Muiredach’s Cross - provide a great element of surprise within the 
sheltered stone maze. The grass labyrinth was extremely well manicured. We hope that your future plans keep it in 
its recognisable form. We admired the park sundial and the lovingly-tended soft and hard landscaping. We 
recognise the effort that is involved in such detailed maintenance.

The framing of the view of Inis Cealtra -visited by this adjudicator on an Archaeology Society outing on a previous 
occasion – framed by the entrance to the park - is a design tour-de-force.

The playground was remarkably clean and litter free. It was a pity to see it so underused on such a pleasant 
summer’s afternoon. One family consisting of parents and two children were all that were enjoying it amenities. We 
noted seating and the semi- mature tree planting opposite the Park.

In general we would encourage you to plant sustainably in the ground rather than planting in pots and tubs where 
this is at all feasible. We salute your dedication to the 10 acre mowing. You refer to  last year's adjudication report 
again which said that the many planted containers add adornment but noted that they can cause culture in already 
visually busy in places. We concur. Well done on your Clare in Bloom award last year!

Landscaping and Open Spaces / Tírdhreachú agus Spásanna Oscailte:



The framing of the view of Inis Cealtra -visited by this adjudicator on an Archaeology Society outing on a previous 
occasion – framed by the entrance to the park - is a design tour-de-force.

The playground was remarkably clean and litter free. It was a pity to see it so underused on such a pleasant 
summer’s afternoon. One family consisting of parents and two children were all that were enjoying it amenities. We 
noted seating and the semi- mature tree planting opposite the Park.

In general we would encourage you to plant sustainably in the ground rather than planting in pots and tubs where 
this is at all feasible. We salute your dedication to the 10 acre mowing. You refer to  last year's adjudication report 
again which said that the many planted containers add adornment but noted that they can cause culture in already 
visually busy in places. We concur. Well done on your Clare in Bloom award last year!

Swans, cygnets, and yellow water lilies were noted at the jetty area on adjudication day. The protection of breeding 
White Tailed Eagles’ signage was observed at the Harbour side. We understand that this is an ongoing situation of 
great interest to residents and visitors alike.

Quite severe hedge trimming was noted on the approach roads in places.  Remember that it is permissible to trim 
hedging along cultivated ground (e.g. gardens) throughout the year. However with regard to hedge trimming, you 
are reminded that it is an offence under the Wildlife Act 1976 and Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2006 to cut vegetation 
in a hedge or ditch on lands not cultivated between 1st March and 31st August annually - this is for the protection of 
nesting birds. Please be careful of this in future years. If road safety issues are in question consult with the local 
authority.

                  
On the edges of the Church of Ireland curtilege an aggressive weed commonly known as ‘spunk’ appeared to be 
taking root. This would require removal before it becomes a larger problem. Note chemical weed killing is not 
recommended as it is injurious to the environment. We would recommend that you use nonchemical treatments for 
weed treatment which you might discuss with your County Heritage Officer. We noted evidence of some chemical 
weeding in various areas of the holiday homes schemes. At local road 4032 junction there was a considerable 
section of chemical weeding.

The wildlife sign in the Park was much admired and had a myriad of species depicted, such as the Four Spotted 
Chaser Dragonfly and the Peacock Butterfly. We refer again to our earlier comments re using the Irish names of the 
represented species. A raised stone bed containing bright orange marigolds outside the park adds colour to the 
scene. The picnic tables inside were scrupulously clean. We would encourage you not to extend the area of 
agricultural machinery display within the park itself, as it is a more common place element, and detracts somewhat 
from the originality of the remainder of the park grounds.

We note your donation for wild flower plants to the school with the specific purpose of attracting bees and butterflies 
to the school garden. The children in turn will propagate to the park.

Unfortunately the adjudicator did not catch sight of any red squirrel and was a little disappointed! The control of 
invasive plant species is necessary and there is a new website in this regard which you may find useful 
www.invasiveplantsireland.ie

Your works at the bridge have to wait and your children's walk is also on hold for further discussion. Once again 
under this category heading you mention plans in relation to the White Tailed Sea Eagle. This is a most interesting 
and very unusual resource for the village. However it is a plan at present and should be listed in your plan rather 
than under the list of projects undertaken this year. We will look forward to further details and developments, and we 
wish the eagles every safety and success in your area.

The harbour area may have been improved as per your project number 2 proposals - which you have considered 
under Built Environment and Streetscape. The Built Environment and streetscape aspect of this project involves a 
focal point. However this does not yet seem to be in place. Whereas you say that excessive signage in the Harbour 
area has been reduced we still considered that the clutter of signage at the entrance to the Harbour area still 
detracts from the overall effect of the revamp. Fly posting, a sandwich board type advertisement, faded notice board 
notices - most located against  a tatty wall – provide a poor overall impression of the entrance to the Harbour area. 
An old and very dirty planning notice is still clinging to a rotting piece of wood at this location also.  An attempt has 
been made to gather notices in the map frame but obviously more space is required, and no control appears to be in 
place to minimise additional signs or provision made for additional space. Could the owners of the caravan at the 
harbour (selling island tours) be asked to rationalise their signage? At present there are approximately 9 signs 
‘cheek by jowl’ attached to its front elevation – facing arriving traffic/ cyclists/walkers. The pink commercial sign over 
the stone wall in the attractive hedging should also be incorporated in properly designed official signage. The 
adjudicator was quite surprised to see a much damaged drinking waterspout also in this area. This presents a 
somewhat untidy appearance to an otherwise organised area. Some of the road markings in the harbour area still 
appear to be somewhat faint. And drainage could be improved, as the surface was quite unevenly wet on 
adjudication day. The information about the Eagle stone and the triptych is most interesting. It should be noted that 
these interpretive signs are deteriorating and are in need of an upgrade. The base of the Lough Derg signage on the 
end of the pier which juts out from the car park (near the green building) needs repainting. The Eolas/information 
framed sign is beginning to show signs of wear and tear also internally. The poop scoops holder -a good idea in 
itself – appeared to lack any poop bags – which defeats its purpose. The bring banks were overhanging a kerbside, 
and a little weed and paper nearby detracted from the site. The bring banks would have benefited from a good 
cleaning. Could the bring banks be sited more appropriately and yet accessibly? What appears to be an imminent 
small temporary construction site near the Mountshannon Waterways Ireland signage contained a rusty small 
container. It is assumed that this is a temporary situation. The area was taped off with traffic cones. The triangular 
display board at the harbour was particularly badly fitted with faded and falling notices.

There are some overgrown areas of garden on the approach to the harbour. You say that property here has been 
sold. We hope that by 2015 these properties will be newly owned and have maintained gardens. A small shed with a 
stone elevation (close to the toilet block) has grass growing in the gutters. Attention to such details is what is 
required of aspirant national Tidy Towns winners, and we hope that you can improve these situations at the harbour 
area as a 2014/2015 project.

Close to the ongoing structural work in the street there are two information boards. One ‘The Clare Way’ is in 
excellent condition. The other requires attention, as it appears to need some cleaning of the glazing and the removal 
of obsolete notices where relevant.

Advertising signage opposite link road 4034 is battered and tilted. A fly post was also noted in this vicinity. There is 
a rough unfinished footpath Aapproach Roads Streets and Lanes you mention that the stone wall here has been 
rebuilt, so we expect that this footpath may be still a work in progress, although on adjudication day there was not 
any evidence of ongoing works at this point. You mention the repair of the stone wall opposite the Catholic Church 
but here again you refer to future works/plans, and as explained already  -these should be contained your overall 
plan rather than listed under this year’s projects.

It would be helpful if the field downhill of the Church of Ireland containing the hay barn could be trimmed. There is 
also a need for site trimming behind black double gates
across the road at the junction between Bourke’s shop and the Market House. 

A small occurrence of graffiti was noted on one of the terrace of houses gable as one walked up the footpath from 
the Whitegate approach. This was on a projecting ochre gable at eye level Could this signage for the shop at the 
end of this terrace be rationalised and certainly confined to the side of the road on which the shop/cafe exists. 
Temporary on-footpath signage is both unattractive and inappropriate for accessibility purposes for people with 
buggies or people with mobility issues. There are two notice boards on the Church of Ireland grounds, one of which 
was not in use  on adjudication day Could this either used as a notice board or removed?

The beautiful limestone Memorial commemorating Inis Cealtra on the Scariff approach –(at the road junction to the 
Harbour) has the word ‘yellow’ scrawled on it in chalk.

There is a plethora of signage beyond the two white seats on the road down to the ‘Rent and Irish cottage/Lakeside’ 
scheme and jetty. At your level in the competition this type of signage needs rationalisation, design and 
consideration. An ‘office’ sign is also dirty. Behind the office sign there is also a disused wooden pole. The ‘Rent an 
Irish scheme/Lakeside jetty ‘sign at the bottom of the approach to the estate needs renewal.

We have already referred to the upgrading of the visual appearance of the old petrol pumps, which you include here 
as project number 6 under Built Environment and Streetscape. However we also credit you here with this work as it 
is a matter of both tidiness and built environment. We note your painting of the corrugated roof .

The brown Mountshannon directional Harbour sign at the Market House is faded. The double yellow line road 
marking at this location is also in need of renewal.

Two holiday home complexes have 3 large refuse containers located side by side. On adjudication day these large 
bins were overflowing and a black sack of refuse lay on the ground – in high tourist season.  The Manager of one 
complex approached the adjudicator as the adjudicator was photographing the 3 large overflowing refuse bins and 
explained that HIS complex has adequate bin facilities for the complex (viz. 2 large bins) but that the second 
complex has only one bin, and that the complex with only one bin was using and filling his two bins to overflowing as 
the complex’s own bin was full. The adjudicator feels that whoever is responsible for overflowing bins should attend 
to this problem, as it creates an unseemly sight on approaching the jetty area – albeit not in the main public Harbour 
area. The adjudicator would also suggest that the bin holding areas should perhaps be separate and definitely 
should be screened. Perhaps collection frequency also needs to be increased?

You are busily involved in weekly litter collections

Generally the village was fairly free of litter. Some cigarette butts and a few scatterings of paper were noted at the 
Harbour area, but these were not very widespread. A small amount of litter was noted on the road near 
Mountshannon Hall. To increase your markings in this category we suggest that you prepare a litter management 
plan for the village. The County Litter Management Plan will give you ideas, and you can dovetail your village 
projects into the broader County projects. The Environmental Awareness Officer of Clare County Council, we are 
sure would be delighted to help you in preparing such a plan.

Your initiative in setting up your own version of free cycle in your monthly newsletter and on your Facebook page is 
commended. Project number 5 in your entry form is the programme at the national school in relation to water 
conservation and is an ongoing one. Perhaps you can tell us some detail as to how involved the school is/can be in 
the Green Flag programme and how this is/would benefit the community in general The Tidy Towns booklet which 
you provided for every household contains many tips on reducing waste, which you wisely passed on from the Tidy 
Towns website. We look forward to their implementation and an audit to indicate to us that this is actually taking 
place, and is having recognisable outcomes. The business community might also carry out their own audit with your 
encouragement. There is much work for you to do in this area and we would encourage you greatly to talk to your 
local authority Environmental Awareness Officer in relation to progress under this category heading.

Wildlife, Habitats and Natural Amenities / Fiadhúlra, Gnáthóga agus Taitneamhachtaí Nádúrtha:

Sustainable Waste and Resource Management / Bainistiú Acmhainní agus Dramhaíola Inbhuanaithe:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



detracts from the overall effect of the revamp. Fly posting, a sandwich board type advertisement, faded notice board 
notices - most located against  a tatty wall – provide a poor overall impression of the entrance to the Harbour area. 
An old and very dirty planning notice is still clinging to a rotting piece of wood at this location also.  An attempt has 
been made to gather notices in the map frame but obviously more space is required, and no control appears to be in 
place to minimise additional signs or provision made for additional space. Could the owners of the caravan at the 
harbour (selling island tours) be asked to rationalise their signage? At present there are approximately 9 signs 
‘cheek by jowl’ attached to its front elevation – facing arriving traffic/ cyclists/walkers. The pink commercial sign over 
the stone wall in the attractive hedging should also be incorporated in properly designed official signage. The 
adjudicator was quite surprised to see a much damaged drinking waterspout also in this area. This presents a 
somewhat untidy appearance to an otherwise organised area. Some of the road markings in the harbour area still 
appear to be somewhat faint. And drainage could be improved, as the surface was quite unevenly wet on 
adjudication day. The information about the Eagle stone and the triptych is most interesting. It should be noted that 
these interpretive signs are deteriorating and are in need of an upgrade. The base of the Lough Derg signage on the 
end of the pier which juts out from the car park (near the green building) needs repainting. The Eolas/information 
framed sign is beginning to show signs of wear and tear also internally. The poop scoops holder -a good idea in 
itself – appeared to lack any poop bags – which defeats its purpose. The bring banks were overhanging a kerbside, 
and a little weed and paper nearby detracted from the site. The bring banks would have benefited from a good 
cleaning. Could the bring banks be sited more appropriately and yet accessibly? What appears to be an imminent 
small temporary construction site near the Mountshannon Waterways Ireland signage contained a rusty small 
container. It is assumed that this is a temporary situation. The area was taped off with traffic cones. The triangular 
display board at the harbour was particularly badly fitted with faded and falling notices.

There are some overgrown areas of garden on the approach to the harbour. You say that property here has been 
sold. We hope that by 2015 these properties will be newly owned and have maintained gardens. A small shed with a 
stone elevation (close to the toilet block) has grass growing in the gutters. Attention to such details is what is 
required of aspirant national Tidy Towns winners, and we hope that you can improve these situations at the harbour 
area as a 2014/2015 project.

Close to the ongoing structural work in the street there are two information boards. One ‘The Clare Way’ is in 
excellent condition. The other requires attention, as it appears to need some cleaning of the glazing and the removal 
of obsolete notices where relevant.

Advertising signage opposite link road 4034 is battered and tilted. A fly post was also noted in this vicinity. There is 
a rough unfinished footpath Aapproach Roads Streets and Lanes you mention that the stone wall here has been 
rebuilt, so we expect that this footpath may be still a work in progress, although on adjudication day there was not 
any evidence of ongoing works at this point. You mention the repair of the stone wall opposite the Catholic Church 
but here again you refer to future works/plans, and as explained already  -these should be contained your overall 
plan rather than listed under this year’s projects.

It would be helpful if the field downhill of the Church of Ireland containing the hay barn could be trimmed. There is 
also a need for site trimming behind black double gates
across the road at the junction between Bourke’s shop and the Market House. 

A small occurrence of graffiti was noted on one of the terrace of houses gable as one walked up the footpath from 
the Whitegate approach. This was on a projecting ochre gable at eye level Could this signage for the shop at the 
end of this terrace be rationalised and certainly confined to the side of the road on which the shop/cafe exists. 
Temporary on-footpath signage is both unattractive and inappropriate for accessibility purposes for people with 
buggies or people with mobility issues. There are two notice boards on the Church of Ireland grounds, one of which 
was not in use  on adjudication day Could this either used as a notice board or removed?

The beautiful limestone Memorial commemorating Inis Cealtra on the Scariff approach –(at the road junction to the 
Harbour) has the word ‘yellow’ scrawled on it in chalk.

There is a plethora of signage beyond the two white seats on the road down to the ‘Rent and Irish cottage/Lakeside’ 
scheme and jetty. At your level in the competition this type of signage needs rationalisation, design and 
consideration. An ‘office’ sign is also dirty. Behind the office sign there is also a disused wooden pole. The ‘Rent an 
Irish scheme/Lakeside jetty ‘sign at the bottom of the approach to the estate needs renewal.

We have already referred to the upgrading of the visual appearance of the old petrol pumps, which you include here 
as project number 6 under Built Environment and Streetscape. However we also credit you here with this work as it 
is a matter of both tidiness and built environment. We note your painting of the corrugated roof .

The brown Mountshannon directional Harbour sign at the Market House is faded. The double yellow line road 
marking at this location is also in need of renewal.

Two holiday home complexes have 3 large refuse containers located side by side. On adjudication day these large 
bins were overflowing and a black sack of refuse lay on the ground – in high tourist season.  The Manager of one 
complex approached the adjudicator as the adjudicator was photographing the 3 large overflowing refuse bins and 
explained that HIS complex has adequate bin facilities for the complex (viz. 2 large bins) but that the second 
complex has only one bin, and that the complex with only one bin was using and filling his two bins to overflowing as 
the complex’s own bin was full. The adjudicator feels that whoever is responsible for overflowing bins should attend 
to this problem, as it creates an unseemly sight on approaching the jetty area – albeit not in the main public Harbour 
area. The adjudicator would also suggest that the bin holding areas should perhaps be separate and definitely 
should be screened. Perhaps collection frequency also needs to be increased?

You are busily involved in weekly litter collections

Generally the village was fairly free of litter. Some cigarette butts and a few scatterings of paper were noted at the 
Harbour area, but these were not very widespread. A small amount of litter was noted on the road near 
Mountshannon Hall. To increase your markings in this category we suggest that you prepare a litter management 
plan for the village. The County Litter Management Plan will give you ideas, and you can dovetail your village 
projects into the broader County projects. The Environmental Awareness Officer of Clare County Council, we are 
sure would be delighted to help you in preparing such a plan.
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Generally the standard of residential property presentation in the Main Street is good. 
We note that you are running the best estate competition again this year and that Sandycove won this last year. 
Sandycove is a well presented estate with a floral display at the clean name sign. We wondered if the 
well-conserved cast iron pillars are original to this site or taken from their proper original setting.

The Lakeside holiday homes scheme was well presented and has provided for the inclusion of pre-existing mature 
tree cover will. The Rent an Irish cottage scheme (a peculiar title for the type of house design involved) was also 
well presented.
Your communication through the Tidy Towns booklet obviously is having good effect. 

An Garrán estate is still unfinished. Last year's adjudicator advised that this should be prioritised as a project. 
Whereas you may not have been in the position to achieve this  - it would be important to let this year's adjudicator 
low as to how you approached a plan with the owners/developers as to how you might progress this 
recommendation. But we have no details of such. The open space is overgrown at the top of the estate. An 
unoccupied house sits in a meadow-like garden and detracts from other tidy curtiliges. It is necessary to try to tidy 
the approach to this estate from the main (Scariff approach) road, and in particular at the access splay area. The 
location of a substation in the middle of the footpath on the access to this estate looked peculiar, and would appear 
to interfere with accessibility for buggies or wheelchairs. A flower pot at the entrance to the estate (on a stone pier) 
obscured the vision of the adjudicator on exiting the estate. A small disused old wooden sign hoarding at the 
entrance to the estate should be removed. In general the footpaths in the estate were weed-free. A few pieces of 
paper were noted on the ground.

Approximately opposite the Bridge Bar an estate with no name (neither on-the-ground nor on the map) was visited. 
It contained a few untidy gardens and roof, as well as a weedy footpath.

As already mentioned the adjudicator noted quite severe hedge trimming on some approach roads. Some fly 
posting, advertising signage, and a rundown fence immediately preceded the outer speed limit signs on the 
Whitegate approach. Inside the speed limit signs the lovely stone wall and wooded approach on the right-hand side 
makes for a wonderful introduction to the village. This is indeed a lovely curved approach to the village with a very 
well-cared for green area – again on the right-hand side. Very clean footpaths were noted on the left-hand side. We 
noted a Tidy Towns award sign for your silver medal of 2004. Perhaps this needs to be updated. But do not 
proliferate such signage. Try to include signage in one overall peace. The 50 K pH speed limit arises abruptly at the 
hilly entrance to the town's Main Street.

On the approach from the Scariff side some fly posting was noted – one attached to a tree – which is bad practice – 
as it potentially damages the tree. The Top Garage presents a very neat introduction to the village built environment 
with its stone wall boundaries and lack of clutter. Across the road – opposite the garage – the adjudicator noted an 
amazing display of roses in a lovely garden. Another lovely rose garden was observed beside the garage. These 
are excellent introductory elements on this approach. Negatively, but only in a minor fashion  -a plastic bottle was 
noted on the stone wall adjacent to a property sign -  which in turn was attached to a rusty pole with an empty 
racket. These latter were observed opposite the Bridge Bar. The Bridge Bar is for sale and needs a repaint before 
next year's competition. We hope that it will soon have new owners who will continue the tradition of maintaining the 
Scariff approach so well. Across from the limestone Inis Cealtra Memorial at the junction to the Harbour road we 
noted fly post on a pole. Really neat footpaths with well mown grass verges separating footpaths from the road 
provide a lovely approach on foot to the village. Departing by the Scariff approach the Slán sign and the triangular 
green area were admired. 

As already mentioned footpaths should be kept clear of advertising sandwich boards and other advertising 
paraphernalia in the interests of good mobility provision. Some road surfaces in the village are particularly poor at 
present – especially those in the vicinity of Bourke’s shop as one approaches the village from Whitegate. Two 
bollards across from the same shop on the town side of this junction are leaning. Another bollard in front of The 
Galley needs straightening.

On-footpath car parking was noted within the village. The adjudicator observed some very careless fast and 
thoughtless – in fact dangerous – driving through the village. So it is understandable that residents and visitors 
attempt to ‘steer clear’ of being in the way of these speeding transitory vehicles. Perhaps your local authority could 
discuss the possibility of an attractive traffic calming scheme – which does not involve bollards, signs, lamps and 
other engineering solutions – which would be inappropriate for your village. The provision of a public car park close 
to the village centre might also be considered when finances allow.

The road edge in the vicinity of Mountshannon Hall is in need of improvement. On this approach also a field 
entrance and gate need trimming and painting respectively. Weed killing of a chemical nature was observed at this 
location on the village side of the speed limit sign on both sides of the approach road. The stop sign across from the 
Garda Station is also in need of replacement, as it has faded.

Part of the concrete slipway area at the harbour side appears to be cracked and possibly in need of replacement. 
When finances permit a general resurfacing and remarking of the Main Street would be advantageous.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:
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This second adjudicator was delighted to return to Mountshannon on a warm summer's day. Previous comments on 
the quality of your map and multiyear plan are endorsed. Your plan in particular should be organised under the each 
of the contest headings and be for a minimum of three years. The plan should not be renewed until the end of that 
three-year period although it is acceptable to produce brief implementation reports on an annual basis. This 
adjudicator was keen to visit Aistear Park but this was not marked on the map. Under the wildlife heading you are 
most fortunate in the natural assets that you possess. Not only the famous white-tailed sea eagles but the fact that 
Lough Derg is a special protection area and proposed natural heritage area. These designations place it among the 
most important areas in the country for biodiversity conservation. This should be recognised in your plans, and 
measures undertaken to raise awareness of this. Do note that ivy is a native plant that provides many benefits to 
birds and invertebrates. It is not a parasite and should not be removed from naturally wooded areas. You are 
commended however for acting on recommendations in last year's report and addressing the stone building 
adjacent to the bar on Main Street. The eagle viewing cabin is excellent and well done to the Golden Eagle Trust for 
all their dedication, especially after the disheartening news that a young eagle was shot earlier this year. Your 
efforts to eradicate Japanese Knotweed are applauded and do persevere, spraying with herbicide will be required 
repeatedly, perhaps for up to 3 years. The restored petrol pumps look very well. The Park (presumably Aistear Park) 
was looking good. This adjudicator felt however that some of the shrubbery needs attention. The tourist office inside 
the maze was eventually found and at that it was closed. It is perhaps not the best location (as it is not signposted) 
and somewhere more conspicuous would be more appropriate (although the maze itself is a quirky and interesting 
feature). Of course it also needs to be open for business. Overall Mountshannon was looking very well during 
second adjudication and in particular litter control was to a very high standard. It is a most worthy visitor destination 
and you are wished every success in your future endeavours.

Second Round Adjudication:


